Weekly report from 10-16 march .
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In honor of the 8th of March, Musawa and Relief International held a workshop titled “Women’s Rights, between reality and the Law”, meaning what rights Palestinian women have by law in comparison to their rights in reality. The workshop took place at al Bireh Municipality Hall on the 15th of March 2010. Participants of the workshops included representatives of the Ministry of Women’s Affairs, the Federation of Unions Workers, civil society organizations and female leaders of the society.

Three papers were discussed during the workshop, the first of which titled Women’s Rights, between reality and the Law”, which was presented by Wafa al A’raj who is a representative of the Minister of Women’s affairs. The second paper was a vision of the Federation of Unions Workers which was presented by Amal Rimawi and titled Women’s Rights under the Rule of Labor Laws. The third and final paper was a combination of 3 various experiences of 3 different working women of the Palestinian Working Women’s Development Society, the papers were followed by a discussion between the presenters and the 23 participants, who are women leaders in the society. The participants agreed and concluded on the importance of developing and activating the role of the Ministry of Women’s affairs in order for the ministry to establish a healthy work environment so that women can fully enjoy their social, economical, and political rights.  The participants also called for the women’s unions, societies and groups to defend women’s rights, and also suggested a network between the Palestinian civil society organizations which work on improving the rights of women in our society.  Also, the participants stressed on the importance of raising awareness and legal aid in order to assist women for defending their rights, especially in the refugee camps and villages. This workshop was funded by the European Commission.  
Musawa has issued a new publication , including a bill proposed by the equality court to amend the Constitutional Court by an explanatory memorandum attached to indicate the subject of the amendment and its causes, and the stipulation refers to the boundaries of the amendment in the light of constitutional limitations and constraints in the Palestinian basic law, resulting in the re-definition in the Basic Law. 
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