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120 “Where a literal import of the language of a statute shows that words have been omitted that should have

been in the statute in order to carry out its intent and spirit, clearly ascertainable from the context, the court

may supply the omission to make the statute conform to the obvious intent of the legislature or to prevent

the act from being absurd. This rule is a corollary of the principle that what is within the spirit of the law is

as much a part of it as what is written pursuant to which an apparent omission in an interpretation purely

literal of the language used may be remedied by adhering to its avowed objective and intent. The court

cannot, however, supply what it thinks the legislature would have supplied had its attention been called to

the omission, as that would be judicial legislation.” Ruben E. Agpalo, Statutory Construction, 143 (2003).
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