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Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organization  
President of the State of Palestine 
 
After reviewing the Declaration of Independence for the year 1988; 
After reviewing the Basic Law and its amendments; 
After reviewing the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; 
After reviewing the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; 
After reviewing the Universal Declaration of Human Rights for the year 1948; 
After reviewing the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders for the year 1988; 
And as required by the public interest, 
 
We issued the following Palestinian Human Rights Defenders Declaration (PHRDD): 
 

1- Human rights defenders are individuals, groups and civil society organizations that 
work individually and/or in association with others for the purpose of promoting 
human rights and protecting the basic freedoms recognized internationally. 
 

2- The rights and basic freedoms of citizens must be fully respected and implemented. 
 

3- The State is working towards the enforcement and protection of the rights of human 
rights defenders. The State is also joining regional as well as international declarations 
and conventions which aim at protecting human rights. 
 

4- All authorities must work on incorporating international agreements and declarations 
related to the basic human rights and human rights defenders into the national laws, 
each in accordance with its sphere of competence and without prejudice to the 
provisions of the Basic Law.  
 

5- State institutions must commit to providing all forms of protection for human rights 
defenders; maintain an unimpeded performance of their mission; and hold 
accountable whoever hinders or obstructs their work whether in the form of 
harassment, beating, torture, arbitrary arrest, or any other type of assault aiming at 
preventing them from fulfilling their duties.  
 

6- Every citizen has the right to seek and call for the protection and realization of human 
rights and the basic human freedoms at both the national and international level, 
whether individually and/or in association with others. 
 

7- It is the responsibility and duty of all State institutions, as appropriate, to protect, 
promote and realize all human rights and basic freedoms in various ways. State 
institutions must take all necessary action to set the atmosphere for this in the social, 
economic, political and cultural fields. Also, they must provide any legal and judicial 



guarantees possible for all citizens, whether individually and/or in association with 
others. 
 

8- Human rights defenders are exempted from paying court fees. All competent State 
institutions should work on establishing a special fund to compensate defenders for 
being obstructed while working on the enforcement and protection of human rights 
and basic freedoms. 
 

9- Establish special committees to ensure that human rights defenders can actually 
exercise all of their rights in all authorities: Executive, Legislative and Judicial. 
 

10- All authorities, each in accordance with its sphere of competence, must review the 
laws related to human rights, freedoms and human rights defenders in order to 
amend them in correspondence with relevant international treaties, agreements and 
declarations without jeopardy or contradiction to the purposes and principles of the 
UN Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the two international 
covenants on human rights, and other international instruments and commitments 
related to the rights of human rights defenders.  

 

11- Any impediment to the proper conduct of human rights defenders is considered a 
crime punishable by law. 

 

12- For the purpose of promoting and protecting basic freedoms and human rights, every 
citizen, individually and/or in association with others, has the following rights, both at 
the national and international level:  

 

a- Peaceful assembly. 
b- Establish and join associations, unions, trade unions and civil organizations. 
c- Communicate with governmental, non-governmental and international 

institutions. 
d- Access, demand, obtain, receive, publish and keep information related to any 

human right and basic freedom, including information on how to realize these 
rights and freedoms by the Executive, Legislative and Judicial authorities, and the 
local departments and agencies. 

e- Freedom to publish opinions, information and knowledge related to any human 
right or basic human freedom. 

f- Examine, discuss, form and hold opinions about respecting all human rights and 
basic human freedoms in the legislation, implement them, and draw the 
audience’s attention using legitimate legal means. 

g- Develop and discuss new principles and ideas to guarantee human rights and basic 
human freedoms, and call for adopting these ideas. 

h- Offer suggestions and constructive criticism to any governmental department 
concerned with public affairs in order to improve their performance, and draw 



attention to aspects of their work which might hinder or obstruct the promotion, 
protection and realization of human rights and basic human freedoms. 
 

13- Every citizen, individually and/or in association with others, has the right to access to 
justice, judicial remedies, protection of his/her rights from any form of violation, and 
compensation for any consequent damage. 
 

14- Every citizen, individually and/or in association with others, has the right to: 
 

a- Complain from the policies of official employees and governmental departments 
which might represent a violation of human rights and basic human freedoms. 
He/she has the right to file and resolve a complaint without influence.  

b- A public trial in which he/she is granted fair trial guarantees and the right to 
counsel without influence. 

c- Access to international bodies which are generally or particularly specialized in 
receiving and examining complaints related to human rights and basic human 
freedoms. 
 

15- Competent investigatory authorities should be committed and keen to conducting 
investigations regarding any violation of human rights or basic human freedoms in an 
impartial and transparent manner. 
 

16-  
a- One cannot take part in an action that would obstruct the revealing of a violation 

of a human right or a basic freedom or that would obstruct holding the person 
who committed the violation accountable. As well, one cannot abstain from 
participating in an action necessary for achieving what has been said. 

b- One cannot be subject to a penalty or a harmful action of any kind whatsoever 
because they refused to take part in an action that would hinder the revealing of 
a violation of a human right or a basic freedom. As well, one cannot abstain from 
participating in an action necessary for achieving what has been said. 
 

17- Every citizen, individually and/or in association with others, has the right to the lawful 
exercise of his/her trade or profession. Each person whose profession is directly 
related to the human dignity, human rights or basic freedoms of others must respect 
these rights and freedoms, and he/she must adhere to the national as well as 
international standards related to the ethics of a profession or trade. 
 

18- Every citizen, individually and/or in association with others, has the right to take part 
in peaceful actions against the violations of human rights and basic freedoms, and to 
demand that those who commit the violations, whether public officials or others, be 
held accountable. 

 



19- All authorities, each in accordance with its sphere of competence, must take the 
necessary measures to guarantee that the competent authorities provide protection 
for all citizens, individually and/or in association with others, from any form of 
violence, threat, revenge or harmful discrimination. Also, to protect them from any 
action, abstention from taking action, pressure, arbitrary measure, law or decision 
which may obstruct, limit or prevent citizens from exercising their human rights and 
basic freedoms. 

 

20- Every citizen, individually and/or in association with others, has the right to effective 
protection when peacefully resisting or objecting to an action, abstention from taking 
action, measures taken, or abstention from taking measures which may lead to a 
violation of human rights and basic freedoms. 

 

21- Every citizen has the right to effective protection from acts of violence which may be 
committed by groups or individuals for the purpose of influencing or jeopardizing 
human rights, basic human freedoms, or one’s right to be compensated for any 
damage this might cause him/her. 

 

22- Every citizen has the right to seek, receive and use resources for the purpose of 
promoting and protecting human rights and basic freedoms by peaceful means, while 
adhering to the law. 

 

23- All authorities must do the following, as appropriate: 
 

a- Take the legislative, judicial, social and cultural measures, and any other measures 
as necessary, in order to strengthen the citizens’ understanding of their civil, 
political, economic, social and cultural rights. This includes spreading national laws 
and the primary international instruments related to human rights, and making 
them available for the public. 

b- Give equal opportunity for all citizens to view international documents on human 
rights, including the international reports which states submit to the UN bodies 
established under human rights treaties acceded-to by the State, as well as briefs 
of these bodies’ official discussions and reports. 

c- Support independent national organizations which are concerned with the 
promotion of human rights and basic freedoms. 

d- As appropriate, all authorities must enforce and facilitate the teaching of human 
rights and basic human freedoms for all academic levels, in addition to adding 
elements of human rights and basic human freedoms to the training courses of 
lawyers and law-enforcing employees, as well as the Security Services and public 
officials. 

e- Support individuals, non-governmental organizations and institutions involved in 
raising awareness amongst the public regarding human rights and basic freedoms 
issues. Also, encourage, support and participate in educating, training and 



research activities in order to further enhance the culture of understanding, 
forgiveness, peace and friendly relations amongst all society groups without any 
discrimination whatsoever.  
 

24- As they exercise their rights and basic freedoms, human rights defenders, individually 
and/or in association with others, commit to realizing and respecting the rights and 
freedoms of others. 
 

25- While protecting human rights and basic human freedoms, human rights defenders 
should adhere to the rules, code of ethics, regulations and morality dictated by the 
public order and common good of a democratic society. 

 

26- Any official authority, group or individual is prohibited from engaging in any activity 
that might lead to the waste of a human right or basic freedom, subject to 
accountability and compensation. 

 

27- Obstructing human rights defenders or preventing them from travelling is prohibited. 
Competent authorities must facilitate a secure transit for them so that they would be 
able to implement their activities and deliver their messages through lawful means, 
which might require that they travel abroad. 

 

28- All authorities, each in accordance with its sphere of competence, must take all 
measures necessary for the empowerment and protection of female human rights 
defenders. Their rights must be guaranteed in line with the international standards 
stated in the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women. 

 

29- All competent authorities, as appropriate, must adhere to the provisions of this 
declaration, which shall enter into force thirty days following the date of its issuance 
in the Palestinian official gazette.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issued in Ramallah 

On     /      / 2016 

 

Mahmoud Abbas 



Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organization  

President of the State of Palestine 


